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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to applicant's amendment dated 7/23/2007. 

2. Claims 1-4, 6, 13-16 and 18 are pending in the case. 

3. Claims 5, 7-12, 17, 19 and 20 are cancelled. 

4. Claims 1 and 13 are independent claims. 

Applicant's Response 

5. In Applicant's response dated 7/23/2007, applicant has amended the following: 

a) Specification 

b) Claims 1, 13 and 18 

Based on Applicant's amendments and remarks, the following objections and 
rejections previously set forth in Office Action dated 2/23/2007 are withdrawn: 
a) Objection to Drawings 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

6. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

7. Claims 1-4, 6, 13-16 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The 
claim(s) contains subject matter, which was not described in the specification in 
such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the 
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inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. 

Claims 1 and 13: 

Claims 1 and 13 recites (emphasis added): "providing to a user an initial set of 
toolbar buttons in a toolbar without providing to the user a subsequent set of 
toolbar buttons in the toolbar; receiving a single indication from the user; replacing 
the initial set of toolbar buttons with the subsequent set of toolbar buttons in the toolbar 
in response to the received indication such that the initial and subsequent sets of 
toolbar buttons are not simultaneously provided to the user in the toolbar. ". 

There is no mention of the newly amended limitation in the original Specification. 
Thus, the limitations include subject matter that was not described in the original 
Specification. 

If the examiner has overlooked the portion of the original Specification that 
describes this feature of the present invention, then Applicant should point it out (by 
page number and line number) in the response to this Office Action. 

Applicant may obviate this rejection by canceling the claim. 

Claims 2-4, 6, 14-16 and 18: 

Dependent claims 2-4, 6, 14-16 and 18 are rejected for fully incorporating the 
deficiencies of their respective base claims. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

8. _ The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

9. Claims 1-4, 6, 13-16 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Sommer, U.S Publication Application No. 2004/0100504 A1 with a 
provisional filing date of May 24, 2002. 

Claim 1: 

Sommer teaches "an item selection system in which a first menu is positioned in 
a first menu space, a second menu space, a second menu is positioned in a second 
menu space, and when a cursor selects a particular item from the first menu, the 
second menu replaces the first menu" (see par. 7). (claim 1 ; i.e., providing to a user 
an initial set of toolbar buttons in a toolbar without providing to the user a 
subsequent set of toolbar buttons in the toolbar; receiving a single indication 
from the user; replacing the initial set of toolbar buttons with the subsequent set 
of toolbar buttons in the toolbar in response to the received indication such that 
the initial and subsequent sets of toolbar buttons are not simultaneously 
provided to the user in the toolbar.) 
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Examiner interprets the items on the menu as equivalent to toolbar buttons in a 
toolbar because applicant admitted in the applicant's specification that a "toolbar" refers 
to a graphical user interface having one or more buttons, icons, menus, and/or other 
user selectable features operable to send a command, trigger an event (Applicant 
specification; p. 4 lines 14-18). Therefore, the items on the first menu graphical user 
interface represent the buttons that can trigger an event. Examiner also interprets when 
the cursor selects as a single indication from the user and the provided items on the 
second menu as a subsequent set of toolbar buttons. 

Claim 2: 

Sommer teaches "When the cursor moves from the particular item to a further 
item within the first menu, the second menu changes" {see par. 9). (claim 2; i.e., 
providing to the user additional sets of toolbar buttons in the toolbar at least in 
part in response to additional received indications.) Examiner interprets the cursor 
moving within the first menu as additional received indications. The additional sets of 
toolbar buttons are provided when the second menu changes. 

Claim 3: 

Sommer's Figure 2 illustrates that the initial set of items on the first menu are 
capable of being related to a common class of functionality (see Figure 2, par. 28). 
(claim 3; i.e., wherein each toolbar button within the initial set of toolbar buttons 
is related to a common class of functionality.) Examiner interprets the items on the 
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first menu shown on level 1 in Figure 2 to be capable of being related to a common 
class of functionality such as online purchasing or online browsing because the item 
selection system can be used in a hotel video on-demand system which provides a 
hotel guest with an user-friendly interface for selecting movies and other audio-visual 
products. 

Claim 4: 

Sommer's Figure 2 illustrates that the items on the second menu are capable of 
being related to a common class of functionality (see Figure 2, par. 32). (claim 4; i.e., 
wherein each toolbar button within the subsequent set of toolbar buttons is 
related to a common class of functionality.) Examiner interprets the items on the 
second menu shown on level 2 in Figure 2 to be capable of being related to a common 
class of functionality such as movie browsing because each item may correspond to a 
type of movie (see par. 34). 

Claim 6: 

Sommer's Figure 1 illustrates a search feature user input portion that is not 
replaced when the subsequent item buttons of the second menu replaces the initial item 
buttons on the first menu (see Figure 1, par. 28). (claim 6; i.e., wherein the toolbar 
includes a search feature user input portion in addition to the initial set of toolbar 
buttons, and the search feature user input portion is not replaced by the 
subsequent set of toolbar buttons.) Examiner interprets selecting the item on any 
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menu as the search feature user input portion that remains after the first menu is 
replace by the second menu. 

Claims 13, 14, 15, 16 and 18: 

Claims 13, 14, 15, 16 and 18 are apparatus claims and are substantially 
encompassed in method claims 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6 respectively; therefore the apparatus 
claims are rejected under the same rationale as method claims 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6 above. 
In respect to the processor and storage device of the apparatus claims, Sommer 
discloses the item selection system being displayed on computer screen which would 
inherently require a storage device and processor for executing the user-friendly 
interface program to perform the limitations of claims 13, 14, 15, 16 and 18 (see par. 
28). 

Response to Arguments 

1 0. Applicant's arguments filed 7/23/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. 102(e): 

In respect to newly amended independent claims 1 and 1 3, Applicant argues 
Sommer does not disclose providing to a user an initial set of toolbar buttons in a 
toolbar without providing to the user a subsequent set of toolbar buttons in the toolbar . 
See Response Page -7 last full paragraph. 

Examiner disagrees. 
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Examiner agrees with Applicant that Sommer discloses that a first menu 140 
("initial set of toolbar buttons") may be displayed to a user in Figure 1. See Response 
Page-7 4 th full paragraph. Therefore, the first menu is the initial set of toolbar buttons in 
a toolbar that is displayed without providing to the user a subsequent set of toolbar 
buttons such as a second menu. 

Examiner agrees with Applicant that Sommer discloses that when a cursor is 
positioned over an item in the first menu 140, a second menu 145 may be displayed to 
the user in addition to the first menu 140. See Response Page-7 4 th full paragraph. 
Therefore, by applicant own admission, initially, the first menu is displayed without a 
subsequent set of toolbar buttons. It is only when the cursor is position over the first 
menu; the subsequent set of toolbar buttons is provided to the user. 

In respect to newly amended independent claims 1 and 13, Applicant argues 
Sommer does not disclose replacing the initial set of toolbar buttons with the 
subsequent set of toolbar buttons in the toolbar in response to the received indication 
such that the initial and subsequent sets of toolbar buttons are not simultaneously 
provided to the user in the toolbar . See Response Page -8 1 st full paragraph. 

Examiner disagrees. 

Sommer discloses replacing the first menu in response to a received indication 
such that the first menu and the second menu are not simultaneously provided to the 
user in the toolbar. The first menu and the second menu are simultaneously provided to 
the user when the second menu is not replacing the first menu. Therefore, when the 
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second menu is replacing the first menu, the first menu may no longer be provided to 
the user (see par. 7, Figure 8-9). 

In respect to newly amended independent claims 6 and 18, Applicant argues 
Sommer does not disclose a search feature user input portion in addition to the initial 
set of toolbar buttons, and the search feature user input portion is not replaced by the 
subsequent set of toolbar buttons. See Response Page -8 2 nd full paragraph. 

Examiner disagrees. 

Sommer discloses a search feature user input portion with every menu 
displayed. The user is able to select a first menu to search items on a second menu. 
The search feature user input portion is on the first menu because the user inputs via 
cursor on a portion of the first menu to search items on a second menu that is 
displayed. When the second menu replaces the first menu, the user is still able to select 
the second menu via cursor to search items on a third menu that is displayed. 
Therefore, the search feature user input portion is not replaced by subsequent set of 
toolbar buttons. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Henry Orr whose telephone number is (571 ) 270 1 308. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8 to 4. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Doug Hutton can be reached on (571 ) 272-41 37. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

8/23/2007 
HO 

l<Doug ttuttonl 
Supervisory Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 21 00 



